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Music development plan summary: 
Bugle School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025 

Date this summary was published July 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2025 

Name of the school music lead Catherine Atkins 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Becky Thorpe – Head of School 

Bridget Rundle – Strategic Partner 

Name of local music hub  Cornwall Music Hub 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Anna Minear  

First Access/Choir Teacher 

 

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

The school, alongside the First Access Teacher, delivers the subject content set out in 

the National Curriculum using the Charanga scheme of work.  Charanga is informed by 

the model music curriculum and follows a spiral curriculum format where learners 

revisit and develop their skills and understanding over time.   

The structure of all music lessons, as detailed in the Model Music Curriculum, 

contribute to the increasing development of musicianship and include singing, listening 

(and appraising), composing and performing. 

The school uses the mixed-age planning and each Charanga unit of work involves a 

variety of musical activities, centred around given songs:  

● Understanding Music  

● Listen and Respond  

● Learn to Sing the Song  

● Play Your Instruments with the Song  

● Improvise with the Song  

● Composition  

● Perform the Song 
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The First Access Teacher delivers music lessons throughout the academic year to 

children across the school.  The music specialist delivers one hour music teaching to 

each class over the course of a whole term where she focuses on teaching the 

acquisition of skills to play an instrument, composition and performance. The choice of 

instruments used is determined by the age and ability of the children in each year 

group.  This year we are focusing on cornets and recorders.  In previous years the 

children have had experience of playing ukuleles, African drums and keyboards.   
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Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

The school has a choir which meet in school during a lunchtime and is open to children 

across the school.  The choir meet on a weekly basis and take part in a range of 

performance opportunities both inside and outside the school. 

The school has strong links with the ASONE Hub.  The school choir has represented 

the school at events such as Songfest and The Big Sing (collaborations of Cornish 

primary schools singing and performing together) and will continue to do so this year. 

The school has good links with the local community and the school choir are regularly 

invited to perform at the Bugle Derby and Joan gatherings.  For many years, the school 

choir has been to visit two local care homes in the community to sign carols at 

Christmas time.  

The recorder club is a relatively new offer to the children at the school.  Children meet 

on a weekly basis during this lunchtime activity. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

There are regular opportunities for children to sing, play and perform throughout the 

school year. These include: 

• Weekly singing assemblies 

• Christmas Performances for EYFS/KS1 and KS2 

• Community carol singing 

• Songfest 

• The Big Sing 

• Visiting musicians 

 

The West of England Bandsmen Festival, which is known locally as the Bugle Band 

Contest, is a renowned local outdoor event which celebrates the musical heritage of 

the area, dating back to 1912.  Local brass band players have visited the school 

around the time of the Band Contest which is held in June each year to perform for the 

children. 
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In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

During the academic year 2024-25, we will continue to utilise the experience and 

expertise of our First Access Teacher and build upon the knowledge and skills of all 

our teachers by providing continued music CPD and training. 

Over the next academic year, the school will focus teaching and learning opportunities 

which: 

Develop a wider knowledge of composers and musicians 

Over the next academic year, we will be developing the profile of music across the 

school by introducing Musician of the Month in our singing assemblies.  Children will 

learn about the history of one famous artist and be exposed to a range of their work 

over the course of the month. 

Provide opportunity for individual music lessons 

We will determine which musical instruments children wish to learn, and with the 

support of Cornwall Music Service Trust (CMST), we will access a music teacher who 

can provide music lessons for our children.  Wherever possible, we will support families 

to access additional funding to facilitate this. 

Developing an understanding of music as a career 

We aim to expose the children to the possibilities of fostering musical interest and 

learning to play instruments by highlighting potential career opportunities in this area.  

We will do this by inviting people who have built their career in music to come and 

meet with the children to share their stories.   

Further information  

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how 

they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for 

support beyond the school.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people

